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This October, after over a decade of
planning, three years of fundraising,
and a year of construction, CSC
opened our new service building!
 

The new facility, Anna’s Annex, is in
addition to our older blue “church”
building, which will continue to
house our kitchen and communal
dining space. The new building is a
huge upgrade for our clothing room,
showers, and medical care, which
are now all fully ADA-accessible. 

The building is named after CSC’s
longest serving volunteer, Anna
Jones, who attended the opening
and helped cut the ceremonial
ribbon. Unlike the old building that
Anna’s Annex replaces, it has
heating and cooling systems, lofted
ceilings, and skylights - all of which
make a world of difference to the
experience people have when they
come to CSC seeking support. 

Perhaps most exciting, thanks to the
new building, we've added laundry
facilities, a top visitor request.

Our community members are loving
the new Anna's Annex experience.
Member and volunteer Anna Petrak,
pictured in the top right photo (and
no relation to former volunteer Anna
Jones, the building’s namesake)
says, “Everyone is talking about it! It’s
so exciting, especially since a lot of
places aren’t fully wheelchair
accessible. That’s huge, because
now, everyone can come here.”

CSC held a grand opening event for
the building on October 4th, and we
are grateful for everyone who braved
the rain that day to join us. If you
missed the event and would like a
tour, please reach out!

To watch a short video about the
new building, please visit:
https://bit.ly/AnnasAnnex

Anna’s Annex will also house a new
program: Housing Emergency
Assistance and Resilience for
Tenants, or Milwaukie HEART. With
support from Clackamas County,
CSC and the City of Milwaukie are
collaborating to offer short-term
rental assistance and grocery
support to seniors and families with
children at risk of homelessness.

This program is in addition to our
existing housing program, also
funded by Clackamas County,
which prevented or ended
homelessness for 246 Clackamas
residents during our last fiscal year.

LAUNCHING SOON:
MILWAUKIE HEART

Pun intended! Thanks to grant
funding from Clackamas County
and Metro, our cooler and freezer
space at the Food Hub doubled
this July. Expanded cold storage
capacity means that we can
preserve and distribute more
perishable food than ever before.
This helped us distribute 1,126,526
pounds of food so far this year -
already exceeding our 2023 total!

WE’RE A LITTLE BIT
COOLER! 

HARVESTING HOPE
CSC’s annual fundraising luncheon
raised over $118,000 in support of
CSC programs! Thank you to all
who attended and supported this
special event, including the event’s
amazing sponsors, like our
returning presenting sponsor
Embold Credit Union. 

ANNA’S ANNEX OPENS
TO THE COMMUNITY!

Thank you to our friends at Classic Business Printing Services for generously donating printing for this mailing.

Hundreds of
you supported
our new service

building. 
Thank you!



TODD

CSC’s very own Program Director, Celess Roman, is one of four winners 
of the prestigious 2024 Skidmore Prize! This prize is awarded annually, 
by the Willamette Week Give!Guide team, to four remarkable individuals
doing exceptional work for Portland-area nonprofits.

From the Give!Guide: “The entire Selection Committee was deeply moved
by Celess's compassion, compelling personal experience and perseverance
and innovation in the face of daunting challenges and setbacks.”

You can learn more about the Skidmore Prize and Celess using this link:
https://bit.ly/2024Skidmore

For the first time in a long time, CSC is featured in the Give!Guide.
You can learn more about our campaign here: https://bit.ly/CSCGiveGuide

Todd grew up in Pocatello, Idaho, the youngest child of a doting and
hardworking nurse. After losing his father as a young child, his friends
introduced him to horseback riding, horse care, and other farmwork, and
this work became a core part of his identity. 

He was lucky to have a loving family, but Todd faced a series of hardships
that could destabilize anyone. Eventually, after increasing meth use, he
wound up living on the streets near the Center. Around 2017, he became
a frequent CSC visitor - always a friendly presence despite his struggles.

Todd’s mother became sick, and her dying request to him to “get himself
right” motivated him to make a change. With support from a caseworker
he met at CSC, Todd went to rehab and found housing. He’s now clean,
living in Milwaukie, and working with horses again on a farm in rural
Colton. He feels like he’s on the right track.

“I’m happier than I’ve ever been in my life,” he says.

Todd’s story was featured at CSC’s Harvesting Hope event. You can watch
his inspiring story with this link: https://bit.ly/ToddsStory

MEET TODD, A CSC COMMUNITY MEMBER

A Note From Development
Director, Krista Harper
After so much planning and preparation, opening
Anna’s Annex in October felt like a dream come true.
Longtime visitors and newcomers alike are thrilled with
the new amenities, and it’s a joy to witness their delight
as they realize this beautiful building is for them!

People visiting CSC are already facing some of the worst
circumstances you can imagine, and they deserve a safe
and inclusive space. Thanks to the new building, we are
able to provide a welcome that lives up to our values. 

A sign on the wall of the new clothing room reads, “You
are Important,” and we hope you take that message to
heart just as much as anyone who visits CSC for support.
After all, it’s generous people like you who have made
this place a reality. Thank you for giving people a safe
space to find care and comfort. Life can be harsh even
for those of us with more stable footing, but I take solace
in our shared belief in a kinder world.

Especially during the colder
months, we struggle to keep many

items in stock. CSC community
members would be grateful for

your new or gently used:

Gloves
Boots

Backpacks
Rain ponchos

Hand warmers

Due to limited staff and volunteer
capacity, we are rarely able to
accept unplanned donations.

Please contact Michael Bowman to
make a donation appointment: 

503-984-1224
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